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Harmful effects of domestic and industrial wastes

Type of material

Effect

Biodegradable organic

' matter

Deoxygenate water; kill fish, objectionable

oders

Suspended matter

Deposit on riverbed; if organic, may putrify
and float masses to surface by gas; blanket
bottom and interfere with fish spawning or

disrupt food chain

Corrosive substances
(e. g., cyanides, phenols,

metal ions)

May kill fish and other aquatic life; destroy
bacteria and so interrupt self- purification

of streams.

Pathogenic micro-

organisms

Sewage may carry pathogens; tannery was.

tes, anthrax.

Substances causing
turbidity, temperature,

color, odor, etc.

Tcmperature rise may injure fish;color,odor,
turbidity may render water aestheticalty

unacceptable for public use.

Substances or factors
which upset biological

balance

May cause excessive growth of fungi or
aquatic plants which choke stream, cause

odors, etc.

Mineral constituents

Increase hardness, limit use in industry
without special treatment, increase salt
content to level deleterious to fish or vege-

tation, lead to eutrophication of water.

SOURCE : Klein [8]. Reproduced by permission of the publisher,
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1- INDUSTRIAL- Water-pollution-control by Eckenfelder 1969
2- LES EAUX ResiduairesIndustrielles by Meinck 1969

3- INDUTRIAL waste disposal by kozirowski 1970

4- WASTEWATER Engineerings by Metcaf & Eddy 1972
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